Echota

Echota

brought to you by:

The View From Here

Echota’s Quarterly Newsletter

133 Echota Parkway
Boone, NC 28607

Building on a Legacy With An Eye
to the Future

newsEchota
Echota News

Photo courtesy of Helen Moss Davis

Featured Properties at Echota

Find your perfect home away from home while experiencing the tranquility of the High
Country. For details on the below listings or to learn more about Echota properties for sale,
call [800] 333-7601 or visit EchotaNC.com.

Grand Oaks RS-6

Seasonal Pool Opening

Pull out your swimsuits and get ready to make
a splash! Echota on the Ridge’s outdoor pool
and hot tub opens for the season May 1. Take a
dip or lounge poolside, all against the backdrop
of spectacular mountain vistas.

Spring Cleaning!
As the season warms, here are a few maintenance
reminders for our Echota owners.
n

n
n

C
 hange and/or check the air filters in your
home.
Test and/or replace smoke detector batteries.
Schedule an HVAC service before summer.

Follow Us!
Keep up to date with community happenings,
and view our latest photos on our social media
pages:
www.facebook.com/EchotaNC
www.instagram.com/echotanc

MLS 212602

Luxury top-floor 3-bedroom, 3-bath Grand Oaks home at Echota on the Ridge. Highend finishes include oak hardwood floors throughout the main living areas, tongueand-groove vaulted ceilings, stacked stone gas fireplace, and stylish furnishings. The
open kitchen boasts birch cabinetry, granite countertops, and breakfast bar. Vaulted
ceilings continue into the master suite, along with plenty of windows to showcase the
gorgeous view. An adjoining master bath boasts a walk-in closet, double vanity, oversized
soaking tub, and tile shower. Each spacious guest bedroom has its own bathroom.
Offered at $499,900.

Cedar Woods RF-1

MLS 211721

The only lower-level Cedar Woods home on the market! Well-maintained, one-owner
condo with end-building privacy at Echota on the Ridge. Offered furnished, this
3-bedroom, 2.5-bath split-level condo features an entry level with half-bath, laundry
room, open kitchen with plenty of cabinet space, dining area, and spacious living area
with stacked stone gas fireplace and access to the upper covered deck. The main level also
includes a private master suite with full master bath. Downstairs has plenty of versatile
space with two large guest bedrooms, full guest bathroom, and an additional bonus
room. Take in mountain views on the second covered deck with a porch swing. Offered
at $369,900.

Jay Harrill brings fresh energy and plenty of enthusiasm to his new role
at Foscoe Companies.
Jay Harrill’s roots grow firmly in the mountain
soils of Echota. As a child, he clutched handfuls of
the North Carolina mountain dirt as he played on
the land with his brother Brad. Family dinner table
conversation revolved around his parents’ vision
for developing properties on the mountain. And
Jay watched as, building by building, his father
Mark’s dream for a peaceful community came to
fruition. “I learned to swim in the indoor pool, and
I even caught my first fish in the pond,” Jay says.
Now Jay takes the reins of his father’s vision as he
moves into the role of Foscoe Companies’ developer,
joining his mother, Missy. “Echota has always
been a family-built, family-run, family-focused
community, and that tradition continues,” explains
Missy, who also serves as Foscoe Companies’
president.
At age 18, Jay received his real estate license and joined the Foscoe team as a broker. It turns out he
inherited his father’s knack for sales. “Dad had me reading negotiation books in third grade,” Jay
laughs. “In fifth grade, we had a raffle-ticket fundraiser. I sold the most—$5,000 in raffle tickets.” The
kid in second place? “He only sold $300 worth of tickets,” says Jay.
Jay found Echota a natural fit for his sales talents.
He quickly became Echota’s—and the High
Country’s—top-producing buyer’s agent for the
four years he’s been in real estate, a distinction
for which he also credits the entire real estate
team. “We’ve built an amazing sales team,” he
says. “Three of the top 50 producers in the entire
High Country Association of Realtors come from
the Foscoe Realty team,” he notes, “with Leah
Grove the No. 1 listing broker out of the entire
association, which is more than 800 brokers.

MLS 211122

“Leah’s hard work and endless enthusiasm for
Echota are evident in everything she does,” adds
Jay. “Our entire team works well together, and it shows in our year-over-year sales numbers.”

Gorgeous top-floor 2-bedroom, 2 bathroom plus loft Wintergreen condo at Echota on the
Ridge! Take in the expansive mountain views from the vaulted-ceiling covered deck. The
home’s finishes include hardwood floors throughout the entry, kitchen, and open living
area, upgraded light fixtures, vaulted ceilings, and stacked stone gas fireplace with hearth.
A spiral staircase leads to the open loft. The master bedroom has access to the covered
deck and a master bathroom with double vanity, separate dressing area, and walk-in
shower. Offered at $355,000.

While Jay plans to remain in sales, his new role as developer allows him to listen to prospective clients
and current owners while focusing on expanding and enhancing the entire community experience. “At
our Echota community events, like the Backyard Music Series and the 4th of July party, I love watching
our owners visit and connect with one another,” says Jay. “I’d like to see more community events and
watch people continue to come together and socialize in this family-driven atmosphere.”

Wintergreen R932

Timbers E-1

MLS 211914

Recently updated 2-bedroom, 2.5-bath Timbers condo in Echota with a Grandfather
Mountain view! This split-level condo is offered furnished and boasts gorgeous upgrades,
including new stainless steel appliances and hardwood floors throughout the main living
area. The kitchen opens to the dining area and spacious living room with new sofas and
a stacked stone gas fireplace. The main-level master suite includes access to the upper
covered deck, two closets, and an adjoining master bath with soaking tub. The lower level
opens to a large second living area with additional stacked stone gas log fireplace, walkin laundry room, access to the second covered deck, and a guest bedroom with full guest
bathroom. Offered at $329,900.

Today Grandfather Mountain casts a long and beautiful shadow over Echota’s properties, but Mark’s
family legacy also looms large. “I’ve spent my whole life watching my dad shape the Echota community,
learning what works and what doesn’t,” says Jay. “I’m ready to take on the role of developer and pave
my own pathways in this well-established, successful community.”

Want to talk to Jay? He can be reached at jay@foscoecompanies.com or at 828-963-7600.
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“In the spring, I have counted
136 different kinds of weather
inside of 24 hours.”
— Mark Twain

Events

Fun on the Farm

Food, festivals, and fireworks are just a few of the many spring & summer High Country happenings!

Berries, butterflies, and animals abound — find your “spring”
at area farms!

Plump berries that stain your fingers bright purple. Fuzzy animals dipping down to snack on a fresh
clump of grass. Vibrant monarchs that alight on flower petals. Where better to fully experience spring
and summer than one of the High Country’s farms? Here are just a few of our seasonal favorites,
perfect for a day visit.

Apple Hill Farm

https://applehillfarmnc.com

Photo Courtesy Apple Hill Farm

Enjoy magnificent mountain views and a flock of farm animals at
Apple Hill Farm, a working alpaca and angora goat operation. Its
location outside Banner Elk atop Valle Mountain provides picturesque
views. Take a farm tour to get up close to goats, alpacas, donkeys,
chickens, and horses. Public tours are 2 p.m. each Wednesday, and
Saturdays at 11 p.m. and 2 p.m.; or book a private tour. Make sure to
stop by the farm store for a range of from-the-farm goodies like yarn,
socks, and dryer balls.

The Orchard at Altapass

Capital Bank pledges to match all Hospitality House food pantry
fund donations up to $10,000.

Hospitality House expands its food pantry
to meet the High Country’s needs.
To say Hospitality House serves the needs of the
community is a bit of an understatement. Since
2011, the regional nonprofit has provided food
boxes to nearly 61,000 people and served more
than 1.1 million meals. And as the needs of the
community continue to grow, so does the food
pantry. Hospitality House’s current pantry space
is 126 square feet. That’s why the organization
recently launched a campaign to more than
double its size.
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May

Art in the Park

www.altapassorchard.org
Located in Spruce Pine, The Orchard at Altapass is popular for
good reason. Opening for the season the first weekend of May, the
Orchard features several hundred acres that fan out around the Blue
Ridge Parkway, giving visitors the chance for hayrides, mountain
music, and jam sessions throughout the spring and summer. Walk
the scenic trails, and be sure to bring along binoculars for an up-close
look at the many monarchs and birds that grace the property. In fall,
head to The Orchard for apple picking (though a few varieties may
ripen as early as June).

Greene’s Blueberry Patch
www.facebook.com/GreenesBlueberryPatch
Bring a picnic lunch to Boone for some good old-fashioned, no-frills
blueberry picking. Located on the Greene Family Farm, Greene’s
Blueberry Patch provides the berries and buckets so you can pick
what you want from around mid-July through mid-August. The
organic farm doesn’t use pesticides or fertilizers in their blueberry
patch, and they provide 1-gallon buckets for picking. The farm
remains open from dusk to dawn, and payment is on the honor
system; simply leave cash or check in the nearby box. A gallon of
blueberries is $8. Check the Blueberry Patch Facebook page for
updated seasonal opening information.

While Hospitality House secured the majority
of its funding from grants and sponsors, the
$62,000 project still requires funds for its
completion.
“Recently, we’ve seen a significant increase
in elderly and disabled clients accessing our
food pantry,” Hospitality House food service
coordinator Faith Bradley noted in a recent
press release. “This expansion will not only aid
in the ease of shopping for these clients but will
allow us to increase the amount of food in each
food box from three-and-a-half days’ worth to
six days for all households.”

welcome
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SAVOR Blowing Rock
May 2–May 5
[Blowing Rock]
Enjoy four days of delicious wine
tastings, seminars, cooking classes, a
corks and canvas event, dinners, and
much more! This year’s event moves to
Main Street.
www.savorblowingrock.com
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Plein Air Festival

Echota community members wishing to donate
to the pantry expansion can visit:
www.HospHouse.org/pantrychallenge.

Thursday, May 16th
- Saturday,
18th,
Blowing
RockMay
Plein
Air2019

There are plenty of other ways to help or volunteer
with Hospitality House, including working in the
food pantry and serving meals. Find out more at:
www.HospHouse.org/volunteer

In 2007, longtime South Carolina residents
Le and Amy Fox made the move back to their
home state of North Carolina. Originally from
Watauga County, Le got a job offer back in
Boone. “We originally rented a three-bedroom
condo at Echota on the Ridge thinking it would
only be temporary until we could find a home to
purchase,” says Amy.
But after living at Echota for several months, the
couple found practical reasons to stay. Le is an
interventional cardiologist, and Amy is a nurse,
so Echota’s location just made sense. “We loved
the community and the ease of access to the
hospital in Avery County, Watauga County, and
an easy access via Shull’s Mill to Blowing Rock
and on to Lenoir and Hickory,” says Amy.

Then Foxes met with Mark Harrill, who showed
them a lot on which to build a Cliffsider home.

“We knew we’d found the perfect place,” says
Amy. In 2008, the couple moved into their newly
completed home, with their two high-schoolaged children.

These days the Foxes are empty-nesters, but they
share their home with three rescue Dachshunds,
Duke, Lucky, and Snuffy. Amy is very involved
in animal rescue and serves as an administrator
for Watauga County NC Lost and Found Pets
and Avery County NC Lost and Found Pets.
Along with son, Will, she helps with area lost
animal searches, too.

Living at Echota full time comes with plenty of
perks, says Amy. “We get to enjoy all four seasons,
and we enjoy the relaxed, peaceful environment
that Echota offers and the community’s
wonderful, longtime employees who are always
there to help whenever needed.”

May 16–May 18
[Blowing Rock]
Cart your brushes to the Blowing Rock
Art & History Museum to paint the
exquisite High Country backdrop.
Visitors can purchase plein air works
of art throughout the festival.

May 31–June 2
[Linville]
Brush up on your photography skills,
and learn camera techniques from top
nature photographers. Register for the
event on the website.
www.grandfather.com

June
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Remarkable
Rhododendron Ramble

Featured Artists:
- Kevin Beck
- Scott Boyle
- Jeremy Sams
- Dwight Rose
- Catherine Hillis
Photo courtesy Plein Air Festival

Early-bird registration now open at

BlowingRockMuseum.org!

Music in the
Valle
Hands-on plein air workshops with

June 1–June 8
[Linville]
Join staff naturalists at Grandfather
Mountain as they showcase the
beauty and significance of the native
rhododendron. Explore the cultural
history of the plant, and celebrate
its place in the High Country’s wild
landscape. Included in the cost of park
admission.
www.grandfather.com

May 24–September
6 Dwight Rose (watercolor)
instructors
[Valle Crucis] and Jeremy Sams (acrylic) will be offered. Ensemble Stage’s
“Fortune”
Pack up your chairs and head to Valle
June 8–June 16
Park| www.blowingrockmuseum.org
for the annual Friday
159 Ginny Stevens Lane, Blowing Rock, NC 28605 Crucis
| (828) 295-9099
|
@brmuseum
[Banner Elk]
evening concert series. Admission is
free,
with
a
$5-per-person
or
$10-perAmy and Le Fox are full-time Echota residents. They’re pictured here with son Will.
Take your seat at the Historic Banner
family donation recommended. Check
Elk School for an Ensemble Stage play
the website for dates and lineup
featuring a psychic and her clever, noinformation.
holds-barred tale of love and destiny.
https://vallecrucispark.org/music-in-the-valle
www.ensemblestage.com/box_office_
summer.html
fpad_nobleeed.indd 1

July

Fireworks Extravaganza

July 4
[Blowing Rock]
Enjoy spectacular fireworks after-hours
at Tweetsie Railroad. Spend the day at
the park, and stay until nightfall for the
patriotic fireworks display.
https://tweetsie.com

Appalachian Summer
Festival

https://blowingrockmuseum.org/specialevents/blowing-rock-plein-air-festival.html

Meet the Neighbors
Le and Amy Fox

Festival

Grandfather Mountain
Nature Photography
Weekend

June 8
[West Jefferson]
Sample delicious desserts from some of
the High Country’s best restaurants and
caterers. Bid on silent auction items, and
sip a glass of wine. Tickets are $40 at
the door, and all proceeds benefit school
and community events sponsored by the
Ashe County Arts Council.
http://ashecountyarts.org/events/feast-forthe-arts-2

calendar

May 25, June 15, July 13
[Blowing Rock]
Downtown Blowing Rock’s Art in the
Park runs throughout summer and early
fall. Find artisans and makers exhibiting
everything from handcrafted jewelry
and pottery to glass, photography, and
painting.
www.blowingrock.com/artinthepark

Feast for the Arts
Auction

3/19/19 3:33 PM

High Country Calendar
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Living in the High Country

Serving the
Community

June 29–August 3
[Boone]
Find the best in dance, theatre, music,
visual arts, and film at Appalachian
State University’s month-long festival.
www.appsummer.org

Grandfather Mountain
Highland Games

July 11–July 14
[Linville]
Brush off your bagpipes … or your
camera for the annual Highland Games
and Gathering of the Scottish Clans.
Each summer, hundreds of tartan plaids
unite at Grandfather Mountain’s McRae
Meadows.
www.gmhg.org
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